




• Native Americans have lived in the region for thousands of years

• Sixteenth century Conquistador and explorer Tristán de Luna y Arellano 
was sent to establish a settlement on the Gulf Coast

• Eloquent descriptions of Ochuse Bay were described as early as 1558.
• The First permanent European colony in North America would be designated as Santa Maria de 

Ochuse DeLuna, however, hurricanes destroyed the camp and most of the ships, so the plan was 
abandoned in 1561.

• Fast forward to eighteenth century, region became an economic hot spot 
• Mainly due to the naturally occurring deep water entrance (Pensacola Pass) – provided safe 

harbor for sailing ships. Timber, Naval stores (rosin, turpentine, etc.), Seafood especially snapper, 
oysters, crabs and shrimp, Gravel from creeks (look at old roads, sidewalks, even the wall at Ft 
Pickens, etc.) Bricks once uniform brick molds were developed and an endless supply of fresh 
water. 



1558-1561

Tristan De Luna sent to the New 
World to establish a settlement 

along the Gulf Coast 

Late 1800s

Pensacola is a bustling city along 
the waterfront.  Tall masted 

ships lining the harbor, 
transporting longleaf pine to 

Europe and major cities along 
the NE.

2022

NW Florida is at a crossroads.

Which path will we take?



Above, map of the town and settlement of Pensacola, 1767.  
Note the wetlands to the east (today known as Admiral 
Mason Park) and wetlands to the west (today known as the 
property where the earlier ECUA WWTP was located, and 
discharges into the area known as Bruce Beach.

Right, Map of  City of Pensacola, Enlargement of 1908 
Coast and Geodetic Survey Map. Blue star indicates mouth 
of Washerwoman Creek. Green arrow indicates remnant 
wetlands. Reus and Main Streets outlined in red.







• Population Growth increased the need for food and shelter

• The development of chemically synthesized fertilizers in the 1940s 
began the cascade…more crop yield from the land

• If a little is good, a lot must be better!

• After the War(s), achieving the American Dream – home ownership, 
suburbs, the beginning of suburban sprawl, the car and the 
unintended  fragmentation of ecological systems through roads.

• Pharmaceuticals become more readily available (Today, >66% 
population depend on daily Rx’s)  



Habitat Decrease Dates Acres Lost

Saltmarsh 1950-2010 2,600

Tidal 

Wetland

1950-2014 4,200

Seagrass 

beds

1940-2010 6,138

Oyster reefs 1972-2015 8,143

Source: Draft Pensacola Bay System Surface 
Watershed Characterization, Northwest 
Florida Water Management District, 
December 2016.



1950’s to 1960’s

Locals returning to their communities after 
military service or support noticed  a 
change, the die-off of sea life and the 

change in habitat. 

Late 1960’s

The loosely organized Bream Fishermen began 
driving to Tallahassee monthly, via Hwy 90, to 

remind elected officials that 200 miles to the west, 
the bays were dying.

1970

The Bream Fishermen Association officially 
became a 501c3 in Jan 1970.

The First Earth Day was celebrated April 22, 
1970; and the 

US EPA was formed in Dec 1970





















These Plans are 
well Intended





Northwest Florida 
is in the Coastal Plain with these characteristics

• Highly erodible sandy soils

• Annual rainfall ~ 65”

• Groundwater is close to the surface

• Stormwater issues are difficult 

• Older communities suffer from aged infrastructure












