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“Prison: Budget Burden,

BusinessBoon”
Saturday, September 20,2008

Coffeeat 9:00am, 9:30am program
Institute of Human & Machine Cognition (IHMC)
40 S. Alcaniz St, Pensacola

Speaker: Charlotte Crane Journalist

ne outof evay 100 American adltsis in prison
Oor jail, arate of incarceration that’s No. 1 in the

world. Prisons and jails are overflowing. The
price tag for our lock-"'em-up regimen is threatening to
bankrug state bulgets, robbing money neecd for
schools, health care, roads and biidges. Our Corrections
indugry is becoming big busness, coveted for its jobs
and prnofits but providing scant “corrections’’ and
creating a punishing sccial ard financial burden.

Do we really need to send sameone to prison for six
years for shooting his lawnmower, or for life for
unwittingly loaning the car used in a nurder?

Some gatesare begnning to recognzethatthere has
to be a better way.

Our September speake will expore an issue that
serioudy affects our state and our community. League
member Charlotte Crane is a Wsconsin native, a nother,
grandmother and acareer journdist. Her bachelor and
mager degresin journalism are from the University of
Wisoonsin. She worked for the Rensaola News Jounal
for 26 yeas as business editor, then asan econoncts
columnist for another five years. Shecurrently covers 20
Northwed Floridacourntiesasregional comegpondentfor
Florida Trend, a statevde business magazne.

The League of Women Voters of the
Pensacola Bay extends our heartfelt
sympathy to long-time member, Dr.
Rossmary (Lowe) Hays-Thomas, on the
death of her husband, Dr. Charles A.
(Chuck) Thomas.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
CELEBRATES CONSTITUTION DAY

Civic Engagemat Crucial foraHealthy Denocrag

n Setember 171787, the ddegates to the
OPhiIadeIphia Convention dgned the U.S.

Constitution. The American ideals of liberty,

equdity and jugice are emboded in the Congtitution. Our
system of government is uniquein its commitment to the
rule of law and limited government.

Conditution
" Day is
" recognied
ead yearas
a realt of
long-
standing
efforts of
Senator

i E Robert Byrd
(WVA). Beginning in 1997, a law was enacéd
designating September 17 as Constitution Day. To
commemorate the day schook and fedeml ageicies
conduct edwatonal progmams on this foundation
documert.

In 2008, the League has been especially active in
ensuing thatthe tird branchof govenment—the judicial
branch—is stong and impartial. In July, Mary Wilson,
LWV US presdent, spoke kefore the Judciary Council of
California Commission for Impartial Courts, urging the
Council to put more effort into citizen education: “It is
essential for Americans o remember key ideak suchas
responsve government, individud liberties and the
separation of powers, especially an hdeperdent judicial
branch. It is our responsibility to teach those lessons to
future generaions, and also to ersure our leaders ae
actively protecting the basic civil lib erties we fought to
obtain.”

“For more than 8 yeals, League nembers all over
the country have plled p their seeves to encouwage
citizen enggement and drengthen our system.
Constitution Day sevesas animportantreminder of that
work, and inspiresus b keg working to buld a better
democracy,”
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President’s M essage

reefngs members! And welcome  the new
GLeague year.

I'm pleased D repot thatthe League As once
again, provided timely, germane questions for this
seaon's August PBS primary elecion coveage.
Voter Sevice Committee volunteers from the
Pensaola Bay and Okaloosa Leagues worked
diligently to compile questions for WSRE-TV Rally
2008. The quesfons ard the foum were well-
received. Speial thanks are in order for League
memberswhovolunteered to hdp outat WSRE duting
the program.

This year's primaries were especially important,
becaise the large nunber of officesup for electon
will have a mjorimpacton the aeafor yeaisto cone.
Almost all of the candidates patticipated duiing the
Monday through Thursday three hour broadcasts.

Several raes were universal (opento all vaers),
which gave us extra incenive to provide as nuch
acairate, nonpartisan information aspossble.

While turnout was a bit disappainting, we can be
proud of the fact that we did help voters evaluate
canddateson keyisauesfor importantoffices such as
Superintendent of Schools and County Commissiorer.

Throughout this month, we’ll be visiting local
civics gmoups to talk abou the Fal balot's proposed
amendments. (Seepage 3)

We're awaiting ddivery of 6,000 Engish and
1,500 Spanish copies d the League o Women Voters
of Florida Spedal Election Edition, the Florida Voter.
Volunteess are welcome © hep with distribution
throughout Escambia and Santa RosaCounties

We're looking forward to hearing Charlotte Crane
atthe Sptmber 20 meeing. Ms. Crane sthe author
of numerous business articles for the Pensacola News
Jounal Business Secion andFlorida Trendmagaine,
covering a varety of ecoromic and statewide isstes.

She will spea on the topdc of prison reform, a
subject on which she recently completed an in-depth
study, and which has gaied newv urgency locally and
nationally, as irmate mpulations camtinue to sar.

We ae dso working on anACLU preenfation
regading felon voting rights redoration and seveil
meethgs onAmendment pros ard cors.

We're looking forward to an adive League gar
and welcome your participationin any and all aspectd

It is members who are the core of our programs
andadivitiessucceses

| would urge you to become active, join a
committee, recruit new members, and contribute in
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any way you canto make aur organization strorger and more
visible in Escanbia ard Santa Rosa @unties.

The Nowember bdlots andpro’s and mn’s can befound
on the LWV Florida webste & http:www.lwvfla.org.

WOMEN'SEQUALITY DAY

he Fedead Women’s Pogram Faum hdd thear

annual lunchen and ckebraion progam for

Women’s Fuality Day, on August 2" at the
Mustin Bea&h Officers’ Club, Nava Air Station
Pensacola League members wee invited to attend the
event ad wee gven a tableto display interesting
brochures and articles. Membe's attending were Claudia
Brown-Curry Evalyn Grubbs, NacyHarelson, Fanes
Jones, Rscilla Lamore SusarMetzge and Carol Young
and giestsWillie Curry, Louise Holdeniad Lucie Wade.

The progam cdebraed the 88 annivesary of the
passag of the 19" Amendmeat to the Constution,
9 granting women the
right to vote. The
Speaker, Ava Abney,
RN, MSN, is the
Corporate Vice
President of a hedlth
care consuting firm.
She discussed the
history of the
women’s movemat
in the United Staes,
illustrating he tak
with the inclusion of
many little-known
events.

It was a ve
worthwhile ocasion
and a1 opportunity
for the League to
show support for Women’s Ediitg Day.

Susan Metzger

Lucy Bumstied tojail baisfor picketing --
askng for Vote.

Join League of Women Voters where citizens like
you ae adively engaged in effecting change on the
local,state and national level.
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LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS®

STATEMENT OF 2008 POSITIONS REGARDING
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE FLORIDA CONSTITUTION

AMEND MENT #1: RELATING TO PROPERTY RIGHTS/INELIGIBLE ALIENS
This amendment is proposed by the legislature. It would remove a provision in the Florida Constitution that allows
laws prohibiting “aliens ineligible for citizenship” from owning, inheriting, disposing of and possessing real property.

TheLeagueof Women Votrs of Florida supports this amendment Florida and New Mexico are the orly two states
that still maintain these racially biased provisions in their constitutions. Both have amendments on the Novenber
ballot to remove hese povisions.

AMEND MENT #2: FLORIDA MARRIAGE PROTECTION AMENDMENT
This amendment makeinvalid any legal union that is tréad as quivalent to marrige otherthan
heteosexual marriag

ThelLeagueof Women Voters of Florida opposes this amendment. The LWVF board took a position in opposition to
this amendment at its March 2008 meeting. The League believes that no person or group should suffer legal, economic
or administrative discrimination and that there should be secure equal rig hts and equal opportunity for all.

AMEND MENT #3: CHANGES AND IMPROVEMENTS AFFECTING THE ASSESSED VALUE OF
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY

Thisamendmentwould dlow the state legislature to grant an exemption to residential real property taxesin the amount
of the costof increasing the goperty’s wind resstance ard of installing rerewable erergydevices.

ThelLeagueof Women Voters of Florida supports this amendment. The League supports action by appropriate levels
of govemmentto encairage the useof renevable reurcesand energy coseavation through financial incenives

AMEND MENT #4: PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION OF PERPETUALLY PRESERVED LAND:
CLASSIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT OF LAND USED FOR CONSERVATION

This amendment would require the date legislature o exenpt real propety dedcatd in perpetity for consevation
purposes from ad valorem taxation, and woul require such property to beassessed on the basis of its “character and
us€’ insteal of its “higheg and beg use”

ThelLeagueofWomen Votrsof Florida opposes this amendment. The League supports management of land as afinite
resouce ard land-useplanning that reflects corservation and wisemanagementof resources Thisamendmentdoes
notlink land-use planning to con®rvation andwould further limit the ability of local govenments to obtain revenue
from real estae (their primary source o revenue).

AMENDMENT #5: This amendment removed from the ballot by the unanimous Horida Supreme Court.

AMEND MENT #6: ASSESSMENT OF WORKING WATERFRONT PROPERTY BASED UPON CURRENT
USE

Amendment 6 is known as the “Working Waterfronts” amendment. It would require that real property tax assesanents
of certain waterfront propetiesbe tased oncurrentuse ather than “highes andbestuse”
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The League of Women Votrs of Florida supports this amendment. The League believes that government should
promote the conservation and deelopment of natural resourcesin thepublic interest. This amendment promotes the
continuedpublic accesgo Floridawaterfronts,and helpsto stemthe loss of vaterfront-dependent businesses ad jobs.
AMENDMENT #7: This amendment removed from the ballot by the unanimous Horida Supreme Court.

AMEND MENT #8: LOCAL OPTION COMMUNITY COLLEGE FUNDING

Amendment 8 would authorize counties with community colleges to levy alocal option sales tax to supplement the
college’s funding if auhorizedby county voters

The League of Women Voters has not taken a position on this amendment.

AMENDMENT #9: This amendment removed from the ballot by the unanimous Horida Supreme Court.

For further information, contact Kathy Kerr, 2813836 o Janet delorge, 4782581.

The Proposed Mnstitutional Amendments, including the pro/cons, are
now available onthe LWV Florida webste under Election Information.

. : throughout all of the sammer. The dection forum was
Ballot Constitutional Amendments very successful. Many thanks are extended to the

LWV FLORIDA Pro/Con following League remberswho patticipated in our voer

service actvities.

Saturday, October 18,2008 Kathy Barber, Mary Bishop, Ed Boddy, Betsy

Coffeeat 9:00am, 9:30 am progam Bowers, Charotte Crane, Janet delorge, Vivian
Tuesday, October 21,2008 Faircloth, Gene Feicht, Barbara Goggins, Miriam

5:30 pm progam Jennings, Kathy Kerr, Elizabeth King, Carolyn Kolb,
Deborah Nelson, Bob Ogden, Gene Pdtis, Dave Robau,

Institute of Human & Machine Cognition (IHMC) T9EED
Ellen Roston, and End Sisskin.

40 S. Alcaniz St, Pensacola

Just when you think the Voter Service Committee
may be taking a breaather, we havewo otheradivitieson
Voter Service atWork the forefront.

Group to Speak to Sp&aker_s Bureau_to respom to co_mn_1un|ty requedsfor
. . . information regarding the six constitutional amendments
Communlt-y Organizations on the November ballot. If you are interested in
Betsy Bowers, jbetsyA0@yahoo.om participating in the Spakes Bureau, please ontact
) ) Kathy Kemr at (kerkt@gmail.com) Janet Delorge at

Iecnqn yeas are a favorite ®adN fpr the Voter (jdgel®@ad.com).
E:awce Committee. Our major project over the Secondly, to help prepare voters for election day,

umme was writing the quesions for the WSRE- \oyember 4", WSRE-TV will conclude Rally 2008 with
TV Rally 2008, which ared in August. We prepared @ 5 yyo-night presnation of all participating localdistrict

tot_al of well-_over 100 qustions for evay race in _the general election candidates. Tune in Monday and
primary elections for Santa Rosa aid Escanbia Counties. Tueslay, October 27 & 28.

This major effort required us to meet almost weekly



The VOTER pag 5

September Membership Update

to the LWVUS isting 142 menbers. While

several membeaships were nat renewed this
past ear, the Leagie also madenany new fiends
and, as aesult, our memlbrehip is holding steady
a 142. These ne@ membeas are bringing with
them fresh enthusiasm and energy which will
increase the impact of the Leagie in our
community

This pat monthwe welcomel the fdlowing

two new membes:

I n Januay, 2008, wefiled our anual reort

Barbara Mayall

3011 Windermere bive
PensacolaFL 32503
H-433-7025 C-982133
bjrbourceois@cox.net

Barbara Ann Ogden
4741 Kitty Hawk Circle
Gulf Breeze, FL32563
H-932-0944
robet.c.ogen@gnail.com

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

initiated by your League. Boxes were left at about

10 locatons for collection of inactve ptones Since
that time, we have collected and ld more than 450
phones and have received more than $850 for our
effort.

We ae mntinuing this program, and if you or
members of your family have used cklphones tucked
away, please bring them to our neeings, or cdl Susan
Metzger, 932-4039,for pick-up.

The League is alsoa member o the WorkLife
program at Office Depd. Evey three monhs your
League receives a gift card for a percentage of our
purchasesandthe avard amount represntsan income of
at least $25 per year.

Each of our members may participate. When you
make your Office Depot purchase tell them that you
have an Awards nmembership and give them Susan
Metzger’s phone number, 932-4039. Put that number
in your wallet or on the back of your business card!
Each purchase of nk cartidges, @mper, school supplies,

I n the Sping of 2006, aused cdl phone propctwas
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equpmentor computers benefts your League.
Susan Metzger, 9324039

C alendar

September

2 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at Tryon Branch
Library, 9" Ave.

Monday, 10 am International Relations
Committee Azdea Trace, Great Decisions,
Leacer: Margrette Barker on the European Union.
Having readed he 5¢h annversay of the great
experiment in European integration, it is time to
takestock of the urited BEirope. Hasthe integration
of new members been successful? What does the
debate on Turkey's membeship say about the
future of EU integration and its changing
demographics?Contact Gene Feicht at 479-3352.
Tuedgay, 6:00 pm, 110 Church & (The Beamn
Room), Discussion on Suffrage Movement by Dr.
Patricia Harison

Tuesday, 5:30 pm Natural ResourcegGrowth

M anagement Committeemeding at Caldwel and
AswciatesArchitects Inc., Interior

Designers's Conference Room, 116 North
Taragona &eet ContactMary Gutierrez,
gutmry@cox.net

Wednedgday, Congtitution Day

15

16

16

17

General Meeting
at IHMC
Saturday, Septenber 20, 2008,
9:00 am coffee,9:30am program
“Prison: Budget Burden, Bushess Boof
Spedaker: Charlotte Crane Journalist

October

3 Friday, Relea® and distribution of the Special
Election Edition, The Florida VOTER

6 Registration deadlline for General Election.
[Registered Florida voters may make name and
address changes through Election Day]

7 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at Tryon Branch

Library, 9" Ave.

Saturday, 9 am & 21 Tuesday, 5:30 pm at IHMC

Pro/Con for Ballot Constitutional Amendments

& 28 Monday and Tuesday, 7:00 pm W SRE-TV

Rally 2008

18



mailto:bjrbourgeois@cox.net
mailto:

The VOTER pag 6

September 2008

The VOTER
Volume 58 Iss 2
September 2008
Establisked in 1949, the Pesacola Bg Area Leagie of Women
Voters is anon-partisan pdtical organization tht encourages
citizens  play aninformedand adive role in governmert. At
thelocal, g¢ate and ndiond lewels, the Leagueworks to
influencepublic policy through educdion andadwocey. Any
peisonof voting age, male or ferrale, may becone amentber.
All members reciwe the National Voter, theFlorida Vaer and
this publication.
Presdent: Deborah Nelson
Editor: Vivian Farcloth
Proofreacer: MiriamJemings
Distribution: Doris Lea

Published ty the Leagie of Women Vaers ofPensacola Bay

Areaappoximately 10 imesayea. Phone850-4585806

Locd Web:www.lwvpbaorg E-mail: lwvpba@Gmail.com

LWV Florida Webste: www.lwvfla.org
LWVUS Webste: www.lwv.org
P.O. Bx 2023 Persmla, FL 32513

The League of Women Voters is
where hands-on work to safeguard
democracy leads to civil
im provement.

League of Women Voters ®
of the Pensacola Bay Are a
P.O. Box 2023

Pensacola, FL 32 513

Jon the League of Wamen Voters today!

It’s easy! Just send your check to:
League of Women Voters, P O Box 2023,
Pensacola FL, 32513

$50 Individual membership Z + $25 each additional
household member Z $25 student membership

Here’s my extra contribution to the League $ _

My contribution to the Lobby Fund Challenge $__
I'm renewing my membership

Name(s)

Address

Home Phone ___ Business Phone

Email Address

Express Yourself. Regi ster,
Vote and Be H eard!

Non- profit o rgn.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 203
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“Prison: Budget Burden, Business Boon”
Speaker: Charlott e Crane
September 20" at IHMC

“Prison:BudgetBurden,BusinessBoon”

“Prison: Budget Burden, Business Boon”
Speaker: Charlotte Crane, September 20™ at IHMC

“Prison: Budget Burden, Business Boon”
Speaker: Charlotte Crane, September 20™ at IHMC




